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Douglas Lake
NEWSLETTER

DLIA President’s Message
Mother Nature is leading us down a merry path.  In early April, warmth and sunshine promised an early spring, delivering optimism 
in spite of a surge of new COVID-19 cases in Michigan.  Well, we got the early spring, sort of, but we also got the return of chilly 
temperatures, snow flurries, and winds.  However, the ice break-up on Douglas Lake was relatively gentle with limited shoreline 
damage.  The gulls, ducks, geese and loons have returned, a welcome pivot into our summer season. 
Good News for those boaters who reported a troublesome build-up of sand at the Douglas Lake boat ramp by the end of the 
summer season.  Munro Township (with DLIA’s help), received a new 5-year permit from EGLE (MI Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy), authorizing ramp maintenance as needed.  The Township has been expediting arrangements with Super 
M Excavating & Development to have the ramp area dredged, before Stuart Case’s Boat Ramp Crew gets the dock securely placed, 
around May 1st.  Cheers for the Munro Township Supervisor Keith Ginop, and Clerk Mary Bur, Super Mario (Super M Excavating) 
and the Boat Ramp Crew.
In January, DLIA applied for a Permit Authorization from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for the Common Merganser 
Control Program.  Volunteers from DLIA and the Douglas Lake community are participating in a merganser breeding site, and chick 
identification training program, offered by Swimmer’s Itch Solutions, LLC.  A link on the DLIA home page, under “Latest News” 
should be used to report merganser broods and incidences of swimmer’s itch; see https://www.douglaslake.org/.
Thanks to Rich Gedert for braving some chilly waters to secure four loon platforms with cameras in place, for the summer breeding 
season.  A new 4G camera with a built-in solar panel was purchased for the Maple Bay platform with funds from donations in 
memory of Pat Bussard.  Thank you to Otto Bussard, his family, and Pat’s many friends whose contributions made this upgrade 
possible.  
In June, the 2021 DLIA Membership Directory will be distributed.  Because of COVID, we did not seek advertising support from 
local businesses.  Their financial support is sorely missed, but it seemed the reasonable and prudent thing to do.  Unfortunately, 
again this summer, UMBS’ Gates Lecture Hall is not available for public access.  The DLIA Executive Board will weigh the options 
for a virtual Annual Meeting, another venue for an Annual Meeting, or cancellation of the Annual Meeting.  We will keep the 
membership informed as we examine these options.  It is distressing to see the impact of COVID continuing into a second year.  
We are all so eager to get this pandemic truly behind us. DLIA succeeds on the shoulders of many volunteers in a wide variety of 
areas – from merchandise sales, monitoring Lake quality, encouraging boaters to follow “clean boats, clean waters” regulations to 
keep invasives species out of Douglas Lake, and participating in the governance of the Association on Committees, or as Zone Reps, 
Officers, and Directors. We are grateful to work with, and benefit from partnerships with organizations such as the Tip of the Mitt 
Watershed Council, the Little Traverse Conservancy, and the University of Michigan Biological Station.
Stay healthy, please get vaccinated, and say ‘thank you’ to all those people who made your life even a little less stressful in the last 
year.  We look forward to seeing friends and family at Douglas Lake this summer!                            

 Douglas Lake Improvement Association  •   www.DouglasLake.org   •  P.O. Box 472, Pellston, MI 49769
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In Case of Emergency – 911 
by Linda Orlow*
When you call 911, a trained EMS volunteer from nearby will respond 
quickly, followed by the squad vehicle.  They responded to over 300 
emergencies in our seven-township area last year. For any emergency 
that you or someone else can’t safely transport you to for urgent medical 
attention, 911 should be called.  These emergency responders are 
dedicated public service providers for whom we should be quite grateful.

INDIAN RIVER
OMH Medical Group – Indian River
(Otsego Memorial Hospital Medical Group.  Part of Munson Healthcare.)
3680 S. Straits Hwy. – very near I-75 Exit 310.
Indian River, MI 49769
231-238-0581  •   http://munsonhealthcare.org
Hours M-F, 8 am to 6 pm; Sat./Sun, 8 am to 4 pm.
This facility always has a PA on duty.  This may be a good option between 
911, an Emergency Room, and your primary care physician. Broken 
bones (x-ray machine available), burns, and many other non-emergency 
conditions are cared for in this facility which opened in late 2015. 

PETOSKEY
Emergency Department – McLaren Northern Michigan 
416 Connable Ave. – good signage on US31.
Petoskey, MI 49770
800-248-6777  •   http://www.mclaren.org
This Emergency room specializes in life threatening conditions and 
injuries that require more advanced technology.  They are staffed with 
highly trained medical personnel, including surgeons. Available 24 hours.

CHEBOYGAN
Emergency Department – McLaren Northern Michigan Cheboygan Campus
748 S. Main St.
Cheboygan, MI 49720
800-248-6777  •  http://www.mclaren.org 
This facility was completely updated in April 2021.  You should go to the 
nearest Emergency Room if the patient needs that level of care.  They 
can assess, stabilize and treat what they can.  If the patient needs to be 
admitted they will be transferred to McLaren Northern Michigan in 
Petoskey.   There is a Doctor on duty at all times.  Available 24 hours.

*This is the result of a call I received last week from a year-round lake 
resident friend who had just badly cut her hand and needed stitches.  
She was asking where to go.  Since her daughter could drive her, I 
recommended Indian River, where she was pleased with the care.  I 
realized there may be others that could use this information about area 
medical emergency care facilities.  

LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING MORE TO DO?

CHECK OUT:
www.northernmichiganeventscalendar.com

Emmet and Charlevoix
www.mackinawchamber.com/events

Mackinaw City, Carp Lake, St. Ignace, 
Mackinac Island

www.us23heritageroute.org
Cheboygan, Presque Isle and Rogers City (& more!)
Check the website: https://www.michigan.gov/mdot 

for road closures and construction information.

WAKE ALERT:  Michigan Law P.A. Act 70  
No wake within 100 feet of the shoreline”  

A wake causes shoreline erosion

PLEASE: NO WAKE NEAR THE SHORE

SAILING RACES
• July 16, 17 – Chicago to Mackinac Yacht Race 
• July 24 - Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race
• Douglas Lake Sunfish sailboat races (contact 

David Travis, dtravis5mac.com; 231-537-4620 for 
details)

Munro Township Clean Up Day 
Saturday, May 29, 2021

Please have your trash ready at the end of your driveway 
near the road by 7am. One pickup load per household.

NOT ALLOWED: Brush, leaves and grass clippings, oil, liquid 
paint, flammable materials, chemicals, explosives, tires, batteries, 
cement, appliances with Freon and hazardous waste materials. 

ALLOWED: Household junk, bagged garbage, bundled building 
materials, furniture, scrap metal, appliances without Freon, dry 
cut carpet. Lumber must be cut to 3-foot lengths. 

If you have problems or questions pertaining to trash day 
cleanup, please call Supervisor Keith Ginop at 231-420-
7389, or ginopk6992@gmail.com.

DLIA NEW MEMBERS  Spring 2021
Zone 15
   •  Jake Anderson & Kristen Raese  11216 Douglas Lake Rd
   •  Kevin Anderson  11232 Douglas Lake Rd
   •  Kyle Anderson  11216 Douglas Lake Rd
Zone 31
   •  William Hutto  11320 Douglas Lake Rd
Zone 32 
   •  Kensington Garvey  11509 White Birch Drive
   •  Amanda Springer-Reynolds & Korey Reynolds    
 11550 White Birch Drive
Zone 41 
    •  Katie Madray  8184 Silver Strand Rd

Zone 51 
    •  Terry & Cindy Dole  8816 Silver Strand Rd 
Zone 71
   •  Scott & Jennifer Bare  9670 Silver Strand Rd
   •  Morris Family  9130 Silver Strand Rd
Zone 81
   •  Johanna Beaver & Michael Rosensky  10765 Reinhardt Shores
   •  Julia Beaver & Tony Smith  10765 Reinhardt Shores
   •  Nancy Duryea  10803 Reinhardt Shores
Zone 91
   •  Jeff & Elizabeth Weiland  41 MacArthur Rd
Zone 92
   •  Joyce Paton  9970 Morning Tide
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Douglas Lake Sunfish Races 
by David Travis
Races are held on Saturday at 2 pm from July 4th to Labor Day 
weekend.  However, that can always CHANGE at the last minute 
due to weather conditions or other factors.  
In 2020, we had many races cancelled at 
the last minute due to no wind, or too 
much wind, for our group of sailors.  We 
also cancel if there are not at least 3 racers 
planning to race.  So best to let me know 
if you plan to race.  We hope 2021 will be 
better.

Anyone that might be interested should get 
their contact information to David Travis at: 
home 231-537-4620; mobile 231-622-1085; 
or email Dtravis5@mac.com.  By doing so, 
I can answer any questions, and keep you 
updated on last minute changes by group 

University of  Michigan 
Biological Station: 
Summer 2021 Happenings
by Jenny Kalejs, jennkale@umich.edu

Although the UMBS campus is still closed to outside visitors, 
we look forward to welcoming a limited number of students and 
researchers to camp this summer in accordance with evolving 
public health guidelines.  Undergraduate courses include Forest 
Ecosystems, General Ecology, Ethnobotany, Field Mammalogy, 
and more.

As for events: We are hosting another virtual Summer Lecture 
Series.  The exact dates are pending, but we plan to stream three 
endowed lectures in ornithology, plant and fungal ecology, and 
natural history, between late June to early August.  We especially 
hope that local lake associations, environmental agencies, and the 
broader northern Michigan community will tune in and learn 
about the important work of our nationally recognized lecturers.  
Keep an eye on the UMBS website for forthcoming dates and 
details: https://lsa.umich.edu/umbs/news-events/all-events/
summer-lecture-series.html

texts.  Sometimes we may even add additional races on other days, 
if there is a lot of interest, or there are some visiting sailors at the 

lake.

Everyone is welcome to come out and join in.  
Although we are competitive, we have all levels 
from beginner to advanced, and try to keep 
the emphasis on having fun.  We are always 
glad to see more sailors come out and join in.  
We especially hope to get more young sailors 
interested, and are glad to spend time helping 
them get started, and learn about racing.  We 
picked up a very good and talented young 
sailor named Ben last year, who has had some 
excellent training by the Crooked Lake Sail 
School.

In other news, we are pleased to share the story of a cherished 
northern Michigan shorebird, and a special UMBS researcher who 
has dedicated her career to protecting them.  In a surprise move, 
Frontier Airlines opted to name their new fuel-efficient Airbus 
A320neo “Francie the Piping Plover” in honor of longtime UMBS 
researcher Dr. Francie Cuthbert, who leads the Great Lakes Piping 
Plover Research Team. 

UMBS has long been Francie’s base of operations, and site of 
an acclaimed captive rearing facility where trained zookeepers 
hatch and raise plover chicks that were otherwise abandoned due 
to severe weather or predation.  The Piping Plover was close to 
extinction in the mid-1980s when the species was placed on the 
endangered list.  The work of Dr. Cuthbert and others is helping to 
restore the  population.

“Without UMBS, all of the plover work would not have been 
accomplished,” says Cuthbert. “The Station has been the research 
home for me, my grad and undergrad students, plus captive 
rearing since I first started research on the Great Lakes population 
in the mid-1980s.  So, this is a big honor for UMBS too.”

As always, UMBS thanks you for your support and friendship.  See 
you around the neighborhood.
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  by Jayne Morse
When the Covid-19 pandemic became a reality in March 2020, 
the common reaction was gratefulness that the warmer days of 
spring and summer were ahead.  Undoubtedly, being able to be 
outdoors would make this uncharted phenomenon bearable.  
How daunting it would be to have to face it while trapped indoors 
during a long winter!  Though the hope was that the pandemic 
would not extend into the indoor season, the experiences of 
neighbors and friends over the last several months are testaments 
to the unexpected turn of events with which everyone is now 
familiar.  Following are the next chapters in the personal stories of 
DLIA members featured in last fall’s newsletter.

All six members of the Mattin family, summer residents on Silver 
Strand, had positive Covid tests, but easily managed their minor 
symptoms.  Dr. Mattin, now fully vaccinated, reports a sharp 
drop in virus cases and a quieter Emergency Department at 
Toledo Hospital, probably due to social-distancing and the Ohio 
curfew.  The two younger Mattin brothers have been fortunate to 
enjoy in-person learning at their high school since mid-August, 
as well as all extracurriculars with required protocols.  The two 
older brothers have not yet been on campus at the University 
of Michigan.  To stay in compliance with the school’s athletic 
department guidelines, they must report for a Covid test six days a 
week, and will be participating in a very short wrestling season.

Janet Huntley, whose family’s connection to Douglas Lake goes 
back many decades, is still in “pause mode,” as she waits to receive 
the Covid vaccine.  Once that takes place, she plans to return to 
Douglas Lake, and will love it all the more since she was unable 
to be there last summer.  Though having to be snug and secure 
at home during the cold months, Jan says it wasn’t such a “bad 
gig,” as she kept busy reading, going through closets and attics, 
catching up with friends, and updating genealogy records. Like 
many who haven’t been spending the usual time in hair salons, Jan 
will be sporting longer locks this summer!       
Larry Cassidy, DLIA member and Pellston Hornets Boys Varsity 
Basketball Coach, faced a frustrating winter, as the basketball 
season, which normally runs from mid-November through mid-
March, didn’t open until February 8.  There wasn’t much Larry 

could do other than remain optimistic for the sake of the boys.  
Still, winter without basketball, along with the other restrictions, 
seemed unusually long.  Because of no basketball and no in-
person dining, Larry and his wife Molly spent a lot of time at 
home, but are glad that both activities have returned to their lives.  
Like everyone, they hope the end of this pandemic is near and 
look forward to the day when fans can return to gymnasiums and 
stadiums.  

One positive component of all this is, of course, the approval 
of the vaccines last December.  Many year-round lake residents 
were able to begin the two-dose protocols in January and, upon 
receiving the second shot, said they experienced a great sense of 
relief. 

Otto Busard, a seasoned DLIA member who will be 95 years old 
in July, offers a tip for coping with the inoculation.  He tells a story 
of being at Infantry Basic Training Camp in Texas as a new recruit 
in the United States Army in 1945.  He and his fellow GI’s, most 
just in their teens, were being trained in the use of rifles, bayonets, 
and hand grenades - literally learning how to kill.  Yet, when these 
brave soldiers had to line up for their required shots, many would 
pass out at the thought of needles sticking in their arms.  So, to 
help mitigate the pain, Otto’s Platoon Sergeant ordered the men 
to employ the “windmill exercise,” described here in case anyone 
needs a little help with the vaccination.  Wave the injected arm 
forward in a circular motion 20 times, then backward 20 times in 
the same motion until 100 rotations have been reached.  Do this 
several times a day during the first few days after the injection.  
Otto says this technique worked 76 years ago and he swears by it 
to this day.  When he went with a group of lake friends and family 
to get vaccinated in January, everyone followed his lead, and no 
one experienced undue side effects.

Pandemic-related stories like these will likely be passed down 
through many future generations.  As another very welcome 
spring emerges from the retreating winter, the Covid-19 Pandemic 
of 2020 lingers as the primary drama in 2021.  Dealing with it on 
a day-to-day basis is a journey with a destination still unknown at 
this time.  That is why the privilege of living at Douglas Lake any 
time of the year means more than ever.

PANDEMICPANDEMIC  
20212021
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Pellston School Information

by Sara Broman; submitted by Marilyn Kelemen

To keep our lake community fully informed about the efforts put 
forth by Pellston Public Schools Administration for the benefit of 
the students during this extremely difficult school year, we reached 
out for information from Sara Broman, Administrative Assistant to 
Stephen Seelye, District Superintendent.  Sara was most generous 
with her time and knowledge to give us a ‘snapshot’ of Covid-19 
life at the schools.  The information primarily pertains to the 
elementary school, but the Health Department Covid-19 Protocols 
were enacted across ALL grades.
2020-2021 enrollments:
Pellston has 3 preschool classrooms again this year with a total of 49 
students enrolled. All preschool programming is free of charge to 
families!  Preschoolers attend Monday - Thursday 8:00-3:00.  Our 
preschool received a 5 STAR rating which recognizes our high-
quality preschool programming.  Pellston Public School's preschool 
program is committed to providing the best possible start to school 
for all students!
2020-21 student enrollments:

Kindergarten – 34  •   1st – 29  •   2nd – 33  •   3rd – 33
4th – 31   •   5th – 35

Our current total enrollment is 195 students.  Of these 195 students, 
we have 23 students participating in remote learning.
The elementary building started with Face-to-Face Instruction 
when the school year started in September.  All Pellston families 
were given the option to send their students for Face-to-Face 
Instruction, or to participate in Remote Learning.  The district 
is providing an online curriculum (Canvas platform/Accelerate 
curriculum) for all Kindergarten-12th grade students.  The 
elementary building was fortunate to have remained Face-to-
Face until the beginning of December.  Unfortunately, we were 
informed by the health department that five students tested positive 
for COVID-19.  After the health department completed contact 
tracing, we had 18 staff members identified as close contacts.  The 
elementary building closed on December 2nd and remained closed 
through our Christmas Break.  We returned for Face-to-Face 
instruction on January 4th.
COVID-19 Protocols:
District administrators spent countless hours during the summer 
completing state required Return to School Plans which focused 
on staff/student safety.  Protocols range from one-way hallways, 
elementary students entering and exiting the building from 
outside classroom doors, regular disinfecting throughout the day 
(including playground equipment), rearranging lunch/recess 
schedules, assigned seating on school buses, etc.
Our students have done a fantastic job adjusting to wearing masks 
and social distancing.  Our students are allowed to move throughout 
the building for their specials (PE, Art, and Computers).  We have 
a full-time daytime custodian in our building who makes sure to 
disinfect common areas between classes.  The district purchased 
plastic shields for all students.  These shields attach to the student’s 
desk/table to provide a safety barrier.  The shields are portable, so 
they travel with students throughout the day.  All of our students 
eat breakfast and lunch in their classroom this year.  During the 

summer, the district installed touchless faucets and toilets, as well as 
hand sanitizer stations.  Additionally, Global Plasma Air Scrubbers 
were installed throughout the entire district.
The district also purchased new Chromebooks this summer.  
Pellston Public Schools is now a 1 to 1 district: meaning every 
student has a Chromebook!
The food service program is providing food boxes for our remote 
learners which have 7 days of breakfast and lunch.  The boxes are 
delivered to student homes every Monday.  In addition, all of our 
Face-to-Face learners can sign up for weekend boxes (2 days of 
breakfast and lunches).  It's pretty incredible!!!

Elementary Activities: 
• Monday morning 'Hornets of the Week' (virtual celebration): 1-2 

students per classroom are recognized as being Hornet's of the 
Week!

• Monthly Positive Behavior Rewards: ice cream celebration, 'deer 
camp' and sledding/hot cocoa/popcorn.

• School Store (students are allowed to 'shop' with bee ticket points).
• National Crunch Day - Our food service department purchased 

apples for all staff/students.
• Harbor Springs Festival of the Books donated a book to every 

student this fall.
• Kindergarten - 5th grade students participated in Red Ribbon Week 

- 'I pledge to be drug free' challenge.
• Kindergarten celebrated the 50th day of school with a '50's themed' 

celebration!
• Students drew pictures and wrote letters for Veteran's that were 

mailed to honor them for their service on Veteran's Day!
• Every Friday, we recognize students as Brown/Gold winners for 

showing their school spirit.
• Virtual Parent/Teacher Conferences in October.
• All “A” first Quarter Honor Roll celebration - personal pizza and 

sweet treat!
• Halloween Parties - many participated virtually so online classmates 

could participate.
• 4th & 5th grade students were recognized for their Math Fact 

accomplishments with a pizza party.
• 2nd - 5th grade students went snowshoeing and cross-country 

skiing during PE.
• Lifetouch pictures took place in February.
• 5th grade students had the opportunity to go cross country skiing at 

Boyne Highlands.
• Valentine's Day Parties were a HUGE success!
• Jump Rope for Heart - all Kindergarten - 5th grade students 

participated during their regular PE time the first week of March.
• 3rd grade students went to Nubs Nob for downhill ski lessons.
• Oreo Club - We have a family of a former student who recognizes 

every student on their birthday with an Oreo treat in memory of their 
son!

• **Like our Pellston Public Schools Facebook page to stay up to 
date on activities**
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MUSHROOM HOUSES 
OF CHARLEVOIX

by Linda Orlow
Only an hour south on US31 is Charlevoix the 
Beautiful.  When in Charlevoix, make a point of 
seeing the architectural collection of self-taught 
builder Earl Young’s fairy-tale like homes and 
lodgings. Starting in 1919 and continuing into 
the seventies, Young fashioned over two-dozen 
unique creations using many indigenous materials.  Known 
for their prolific stonework, organic likeness, undulating lines, 
rolling roofs, and focused attention to detail, the Earl Young 
homes blend beautifully into the natural lay of the land as if their 
squat profiles grew out of it. 

Many of the Young homes are accessible within a reasonable 
walking distance from downtown, and more can be seen by car.  
Downtown, Stafford’s Weathervane Restaurant; Weathervane 
Terrace Inn & Suites on Pine River Lane; and the Hotel Earl 
(formerly the Lodge Hotel) on Michigan Avenue, are also his 
creations.  Eleven homes may be seen in the Park Avenue block 
(Grant & Clinton) by taking Park Avenue (first road west/right 
after a southbound bridge crossing).  There are 12 more in the 
Boulder Park area - continue SW on Park Avenue along the 
waterfront, then continue on the right fork to Lakeshore Drive – 
after the Hospital, go south to Boulder Avenue for more. 

Earl was a dreamer and designer who never met a stone he 
didn’t like.  He lived in Charlevoix from age ten until his death 
at age 86.  He attended the University of Michigan’s School of 
Architecture where he was discouraged by the classically oriented 
curriculum, and left after one year.  He adamantly claimed that 
nature was his only teacher.

Young was initially in the insurance business with his mother, 
who passed away when he was 25.  The following year he married 

Irene Harsha, his high school sweetheart, neighbor and a gifted 
artist.  They had three daughters.  He then began a 60-year career 
as a Michigan real estate broker. 

Earl’s style was highly improvisational.  He would often pace 
measurements rather than rely on detailed plans, lending to his 
works an endlessly rustic charm.  He joked that “I build the roof 
first, then shove the house under it.“  He customized the homes 
to fit the client’s lifestyle.  In order to do that, he sometimes 
lived with the family for a while.  He designed his homes with 
unusual stone fireplaces, and unique chimneys (some topped 
with whimsical ”icing”).  He and Frank Lloyd Wright both 
knew the importance of the hearth, as well as a tendency to hide 
the entrance.  Various types of stone were used in all of Earl’s 
buildings – local limestone, fieldstone, Ice Age Glacial boulders 
found in Lake Michigan and farmer’s fields, as well as easily 
quarried slab Onaway stone, and Red sandstone from excavations 
in Sault Ste. Marie was brought to Charlevoix by barge for use 
in two houses.  Some stones were buried for later use.  With 
thousands of rocks and boulders, he possessed the uncanny ability 
to keep the characteristics of each individual stone and boulder 
size, shape, color and texture in his mind for decades until he 
decided what he might do with them. 
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Earl Young wasn’t just interested in houses.  In 1953 he 
purchased a strip of land on Charlevoix’s Round Lake Channel, 
occupied by the abandoned Argo Grain Mill.  The location 
offered a panoramic view of the surrounding waters, and Young 
thought it ideal for a restaurant.  By 1954 the Weathervane was 
open for business.  The lower level preserves the architectural 
footprint of the mill, and even incorporates its original wooden 
timbers.  The stone sheathed superstructure lacks right angles.  
An 18,000-pound, Lower Peninsula mitten-shaped boulder 
unearthed by Young more than 20 years before, is featured in the 
main dining room, capturing the attention of visitors.

                      Michigan Flowers That Attract Hummingbirds
           Information from Berns Landscaping Services, Inc., modified by Joan Hartwig and Kathy Vaughn

Hummingbirds visit Michigan on their migration trek each year.  These tiny birds arrive in April and venture off sometime between July and 
October.  There are a few different species that can be found in Michigan, the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hummingbird, 
Rufous Hummingbird, Green Violet-ear Hummingbird and the White-ear Hummingbird.  The Green Violet-ear Hummingbird and the 
Broad-billed Hummingbird are the rarest two found in Michigan.
Many homeowners invest in purchasing a hummingbird feeder, however there are plenty of flowers that grow in Michigan that will attract these 
amazing birds.  The many following flowers will attract hummingbirds to your yard.  All can be grown in our USDA Hardiness Zone (4b).

• Bee Balm (Monarda)
• Cardinal Flower (Lobelia)
• Day Lily (Hemerocallis)
• Foxglove (Digitalis)
• Honeysuckle (Lonicera)
• Impatiens (Impatiens)
• Phlox (Phlox)
• Trumpet Vine (Campis radicans)

Check out these helpful websites:

https://hummingbirdcentral.com 
tracks the spring migration by mapping reports of 
hummingbird sittings.  It’s great for judging when 
to get your feeders out!

https://journeynorth.org/hummingbirds - 
University of Wisconsin nature website contains 
information, and migration tracking information 
on hummingbirds, songbirds, and monarch 
butterflies, as well as information on eagles, loons, 
pollinators, frogs and more.

• Bleeding Heart (Dicentra spectabilis)
• Columbine (Aqualegia)
• Fireweed (Epilobium augustifolium)
• Hollyhocks (Alcea rosea)
• Hosta (Hosta)
• Lilac (Syringa vulgaris)
• Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)
• Zinnia (Zinnia)

There is also a wooden countertop salvaged from a shipwreck; 
and Argo grain sacks, which Young found on the site and framed.  
When he sold the restaurant, he sold on the condition that he 
would be allowed to maintain his cherished office on the lower 
level. 

Since the mushroom houses are all privately owned, the best 
opportunities to see his interior design work can be found at the 
Weathervane Restaurant, and at the Weathervane Terrace Inn, 
across the street, with its impressive slate fireplace, considered by 
many to be his most artistic and ambitious design. 

Above: Staffords The Weathervane Restaurant
and massive boulder fireplace.

Below: Weathervane Terrace Inn & 
Suites extraordinary fireplace located
in the lounge.
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Rhythms of Nature: Raptor Migrations in Northern Michigan
by Scott Davis
If you’re not an avid birder, or a year-round resident, you may have missed it; but would it 
surprise you to know that the skies above northern Michigan (including Douglas Lake) are 
part of one of the most important avian migratory pathways in North America?  
It may seem odd, given that certain species of hummingbirds will cross the Gulf of Mexico 
in a single flight; but raptors (hawks, eagles, owls) generally don’t like to cross large bodies 
of water if they can’t see the other side.  The Straits of Mackinac form a unique convergence 
of land and water that creates an ideal crossing for many raptors.  The tapering shape of the 
lower peninsula concentrates migrating birds at its northern tip in the spring as they await 
appropriate conditions to cross the Straits.  To a lesser extent, Lakes Michigan and Huron 
tend to funnel migrants to fly south over the Straits in the fall.  So, every spring and fall, 
literally thousands of raptors congregate in the skies above Mackinaw and St. Ignace, waiting 
for the perfect opportunity to cross the Straits.  The importance of the area to hawk and eagle 
migrations is confirmed by the fact that Mackinaw City holds the North American record for 
both Redtail Hawks (22,420) and Golden Eagles seen east of the Mississippi (374) in a single 
year!
All this was news to me until recently when I met up with some folks from the Mackinaw 
Straits Raptor Watch (MSRW) – a non-profit whose origins go back to an early grant from 
the Michigan DNR to officially begin counting raptors in 2004.  I was hooked when I saw my 

first “kettle” from the hawk watch site in Mackinaw City.  Kettles form when large groups of raptors, often with mixed species, congregate 
in the thermals rising up over the Straits as they prepare to cross.  Kettling is thought to serve as both a form of avian communication—an 
announcement of imminent departure—as well as a way of gaining altitude prior to crossing.  No matter the reason, it is a beautiful and 
wonderous thing to see, and gives the observer one of those rare glimpses into the rhythms and beauty of our natural world.
Hawks and owls – due to their position at the top of the food chain – are considered to be important indicators of ecological health; and 
trends in their populations can provide clues as to how the rest of the natural world is doing.  That’s why the spring and fall migratory 
counts supported by the MSRW are so important.  In addition to the migratory counts, the organization now also supports bi-annual owl 
surveys, waterbird surveys, and a variety of research focused on raptor migratory pathways and behaviors.  In fact, this spring we (yes – I 
am a proud Board Member) hope to sponsor some work of a local researcher.  He will be attaching small transmitters to a number of 
hawks in the hopes of developing a better understanding of what their migrations look like after they leave the Straits area.  The MSRW 
(https://www.mackinacraptorwatch.org/) is a solid and worthy local non-profit.  If you’re interested in birds and want to make a difference, 
please visit their website and/or consider joining.
So, the next time you’re out and notice that hawk or owl, or even the occasional golden eagle – remember you’re living right in the middle 
of one of the most important avian highways in the country!  And if you’re really lucky, maybe you’ll get to see a visitor from the artic – just 
stopping by for a little while before heading back home in the spring.

A Reminder to Visit the Douglas Lake Improvement Association Now and Then website
“Now and Then” is a location to share your articles, stories, and observations about life at Douglas Lake through the years. Topics may 
embrace any aspect of the Northern Michigan experience, such as regional history, family remembrances, observations concerning plant 
or animal life in and around Douglas Lake, both past and present. Treasured photographs will be welcome, as will vintage post cards with 
accompanying text to set the scenes for readers who may be unfamiliar with the subject matter. Jan Huntley is the editor for this section. 
Please direct your proposed submissions and/or photographs to her attention at history@douglaslake.org.
At the present time, there are 30 delightful articles featuring life at Douglas Lake, “Now and Then.”

Swimmer’s Itch Project Update - 
How to report merganser broods (mom’s and babies) and/or cases of  swimmer’s itch

by Kim Grant, Swimmer’s Itch Task Force, Co-Chair (with edits from Mary Ellen Sheridan/Curt Blankenspoor)

As part of the ongoing swimmer’s itch project to relocate merganser broods from Douglas Lake to the Great Lakes (where swimmer’s itch does not 
reside), the Swimmer’s Itch Task Force and Swimmer’s Itch Solutions, LLC will be collecting data of merganser brood sightings and swimmers itch 
cases. Relocating the merganser broods will break the life cycle of the parasite that causes swimmer’s itch and should significantly reduce the level 
of infection in the snails in our lake.  We won’t start seeing significant reduction in swimmer’s itch this summer because many of last year’s infected 
snails will continue to shed the swimmer’s itch parasites until they start dying in late-July.
It is imperative to the success of the project to get this information. To report either of these, please go to https://swimmersitchsolutions.com/doug-
laslake/ on the DLIA web page and follow the reporting instructions. The DLIA will be receiving email confirmation whenever someone submits a 
report. If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail the task force at itch@douglas.org and we will get back to you asap.  Thank you!  Together 
we can greatly reduce the swimmer’s itch cases on Douglas Lake.

Snowy owl photograph was taken on Townline Road in Cheboygan County by Kelly Davis
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Area Lake Associations Share Aquatic Invasive Data
by Mary Ellen Sheridan
Do you launch your boat at the Douglas Lake boat ramp, and it remains in DL all summer?  Or do you occasionally take your boat, kayak, 
or other watercraft to neighboring lakes for fishing or other recreational activities?  While there certainly are attractions to fish or visit our 
inland lake neighbors, there are real potential problems, particularly, the opportunity to return home with very unwelcome hitchhikers.  
Several of the Cheboygan area lake associations (using the acronym CRISP for Cheboygan County Regional Invasive Species Protection) 
have been discussing a potential collaborative approach to controlling the further spread of aquatic invasive species in the Cheboygan 
area of northern Michigan.  As a first step, we shared information about known plant invasives in our lake.  Reports from the various lake 
associations are summarized in the Table included here.
Fortunately, Douglas Lake has no plant 
invasives to report.  Purple loosestrife 
plants were identified in the culverts on 
Van Road several years ago.  To address 
this problem, DLIA purchased beetles 
whose favorite meal is munching on 
purple loosestrife, and these invasives 
seem to have been eliminated from this 
area.  However, we continue to be on 
the lookout for other signs of this hardy 
invasive plant.

The CRISP Table shows that most 
of the lakes in our neighborhood do 
have aquatic plant invasives.  Some 
associations are taking proactive steps 
to mitigate the impact of these invasives, including benthic blankets to smother Eurasian watermilfoil; hiring contractors to spray for 
phragmites; and using aerial drone services to monitor the spread of their problem invasives.  While not a participant in CRISP, Paradise 
Lake (aka Carp Lake) has a known significant Eurasian watermilfoil problem.  Please take extra precautions if you take your boat/kayak or 
other watercraft there.  There is a boat wash available at the boat launch access point.

Why are we calling your attention to these reports?  BIG REASON:  There are known invasives in many of our neighboring lakes.  Please, 
if you do move your boat, for whatever reason, around other lakes, follow the DNR requirements for cleaning your trailer and boat before 
you return to Douglas Lake.  That means:

• Inspect boat, trailer, and equipment - remove all mud, debris, and aquatic plant materials before reintroducing 
your watercraft into Douglas Lake.

• Use hose or boat wash equipment at neighboring site where available.
• Dry all equipment before leaving neighboring access area.
• Drain live wells, bilges, and all water from boat before leaving. 
• Dispose of used bait in trash.  Do not release bait in water.
• Do not transfer fish to waterbodies other than where they were caught

“There is a delight in the hardy life of the open. There are no words that can tell the hidden “There is a delight in the hardy life of the open. There are no words that can tell the hidden 
spirit of the wilderness that can reveal its mystery, its melancholy and its charm. The nation spirit of the wilderness that can reveal its mystery, its melancholy and its charm. The nation 
behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next 
generation increased and not impaired in value. ”    - Theodore Rooseveltgeneration increased and not impaired in value. ”    - Theodore Roosevelt

LAKE ASSOCIATION Curly-leaf 
Pondweed

Eurasian 
Water 
Milfoil

Purple 
Loosestrife Phragmites

Black Lake Preservation Society X X
Burt Lake Preservation Association X X
Douglas Lake Improvement Assoc.
Mullet Lake Preservation Society X
Larks Lake Association X X
Cheb. Cnty Long Lake Area Assoc.
Pickerel-Crooked Lake Association X X X

Invasive Variety Source: Midwest Aquatic Plant Management Society

CRISP
Regional Invasive Species Report - 3/21/2021



GLENN EVANS MERCKE
Glenn Evans Mercke, 73, long time summer resident of the Fleming family 
cottage, Ingleside, died February 6, 2021 in Louisville, KY, of a massive 
stroke.  Glenn’s grandfather, Will Fleming, had their cottage on Douglas 
Lake built on the property of the Ingleside Inn.  Glenn never missed a 
summer at the cottage growing up - which included a memorable camping 
trip with Pancho, his sidekick from the Armstrong Cottage; Rockie and 
Penny, also from down the lane, and special buddies on MacArthur Road. 
Glenn’s sister, Jeanie-Lou, and her husband Tommy Eberhardt, are the 
current owners of the family cottage.  They purchased it from her brothers, 
Glenn and Bill Mercke in 1985.  Glenn’s dear children, Brian and Sarah, 
along with their spouses and five beautiful grandchildren, also survive 
Glenn.  Not to mention a few escaped walleyes! 

JILL HILLARY (BURY) DeLADURANTAYE
Jill Bury DeLadurantaye passed away March 28, 2021 at age 45, from viral 
pneumonia due to COVID 19.  Jill is well known to the Douglas Lake 
community as the Administrator of the “I Love Douglas Lake” Facebook 
page.  Jill is the daughter of Clarence and Lee Anne Bury, longtime DLIA 
members, who have a lovely stone cottage in Zone 81.  Lee Anne recently 
shared some treasured memories of her daughter: “Jill was born in January 
1976, our little Bicentennial baby, and was in Douglas Lake at age 7 
months.  She never missed a summer, and we often visited [Douglas Lake] 
over Christmas and Winter Break.  It was her second home, and she truly 
loved our lake.”
In addition to her parents, Jill leaves behind her husband John, their 
children Stephen, Megan, Matthew, and Jack; her sister Jennifer Bury; and 
an extended community of loving aunts, uncles, cousins, and extremely 
close friends.  She will be greatly missed by her extended “I Love Douglas 
Lake” family and friends.

JOAN MARY (HOLLERBACK) KLEINSTIVER
September 21, 1938 - December 15, 2020.
Joan Kleinstiver’s spirit slipped the bonds of earth on December 15, 
2020 - unexpectedly after complications from cardiac surgery.  She was 
surrounded by her loving husband Benjamin Kleinstiver, and devoted 
daughters, Ashley O’Reilly and Lisa Sheahan Kleinstiver.
Joan was the daughter of Ambrose and Josephine (Muzyka) Hollerback.  
She was born in Flint, Michigan in 1938.  She graduated from Bay City 
Central High School in 1956 and attended Bay City Junior College for a 
year before transferring to the University of Michigan.  She graduated in 
1960 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree, specializing in Public 
Health. She was a member of the Chi Omega sorority, Eta Chapter.  She 
worked on the Pediatric Surgery ward at the University of Michigan 
hospital in Ann Arbor. 
Joan married Benjamin Kleinstiver October 22, 1960, in Bay City Michigan. 
She was a Girl Scout leader, and president of the Petoskey Area Garden 
Club.  Joan served two terms as Trustee of North Central Michigan College, 
and was a founding member of the North Central Michigan College 
Foundation, and served as a Director of the Foundation since its inception.  
She enjoyed the nomenclature of wild flowering plants, and took courses 
at the University of Michigan Biological Station on Douglas Lake.  She also 
enjoyed skiing in Europe; travel; and watercolor painting in her studio on 
Douglas Lake, and with the Walloon Lake Art Club. 
Joan did home health nursing with the District 3 health department and 
was Director of Health Services at the Friendship Center of Emmet County, 
retiring in 1995.
She is survived by her loving grandchildren Libby, Mary and Billy Sheahan 
of Detroit, Macomb, and Cincinnati, and Joanna and Ciara O’Reilly of 
New York City, and Zurich Switzerland; two great grandchildren, Leo and 
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We Will Miss . . . Joseph Freeman; sister Janet Zayac of Bay City; and many loving nieces, 
nephews, and cousins, along with her cherished friends.  Brothers, A. 
Joseph “Duke” Hollerback and James Hollerback, and brother-in-law Joe 
Zayac preceded her in death.
Joan believed in education, self-reliance, and community commitment.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts can be made to the Student Scholarship 
Fund for Nursing at North Central Michigan College.
The family is planning a memorial service in the Petoskey area, and a small 
family gathering at St. Michael Cemetery, New Lothrop, Michigan (Maple 
Grove) where she will rest with her family in the spring.

JOHN STOVER
Dr. John Stover Jr., 78, of Pellston, MI, and Surf City, NC, passed away on 
April 22, 2021 in Surf City, North Carolina.  John was born in Winston 
Salem, NC.  He studied pre-med at Davidson College, then went on to 
earn his M.D. from the Medical College of Virginia in 1968.  He served as 
an active duty reservist in Mannheim, Germany from 1969 to 1972.  John 
became a board-certified radiologist, a profession he continued in for over 
forty years.  He started his career in Rocky Mount, NC, later practicing 
across the country, holding licenses in multiple states. 
John was a man of many interests and passions, including travel with his 
beloved wife, Marilyn; and raising and riding horses on his farm in Red 
Oak, NC.  He was also an avid potter for over 20 years.  Most importantly, 
he was a devoted family man, who derived his greatest pleasure spending 
time with his children and grandchildren. 
Dr. Stover is survived by his wife, Marilyn Rupp Stover; his children, 
Alexandra (Sandi) Gegout, John (Shawn) Stover III, Gloria Lewis, and 
Patrick Stover; as well as his ten grandchildren, Hilary, Anne-Sophie, 
Alexander, Christopher, Valentine, Andrew, Louis, Marick, Patrick, and 
Benjamin; and three great grandchildren, Eleanor, Arthur, and Constantin. 
John first discovered the beauty of Douglas Lake in 1984 when Marilyn 
introduced him to the area.  After years of visiting close friends, Dorrit 
and David Tuthill, John and Marilyn built a home and became residents.  
It was the place he could connect with friends and family, and the place he 
called home. 
The family will hold a celebration of life in Surf City, NC.

KARL F. DuBOIS
Karl F. DuBois, our loving father and grandfather, passed away peacefully 
in his sleep at home on Sunday, March 14, 2021, at the age of 88, with his 
son Christopher, and dog Skipper by his side.  He was the only child of the 
late Franklin and Virginia (Wysell) DuBois, born in Grand Rapids, MI, 
August 18, 1932 and resided in Bay City, MI for most of his life.  He lived 
out his later years in Levering, MI, with his devoted son Christopher as 
his caregiver, enjoying the beautiful scenery of northern Michigan.  His 
departure was just in time for him to make his spiritual appearance at every 
Detroit Tigers spring game.
Karl had many academic accomplishments at both Ferris State University 
and Aquinas College in Grand Rapids.  He retired a highly respected Dean 
of Community Affairs at Delta College.  He dedicated his life to promoting 
community, adult and continuing education throughout Michigan during 
his presidency of the Michigan Community College Community Services 
Association.  He also proudly served in the military during the Korean 
War.  Karl was deeply loved and will be greatly missed.
Karl is survived by his children, Martha and Christopher.  He is also 
survived by his adoring grandchildren, Matthew, Danielle, Lauren, 
Hannah, and Mia; as well as five beautiful great-grandchildren.  He was 
preceded in death by his beloved wife Mary Edabeth DuBois (Richardson), 
and dog Holly.
A celebration of life will take place among immediate family later this year.
In lieu of flowers please consider donating to the Area 9 Special Olympics 
Michigan in his honor.  Memorial contributions can be directed to Area 9 
Special Olympics Michigan at: 500 North Sophia Street, Bay City, MI 48706  
or email: area09@somi.org 
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SARAH ANNE PATON
Sarah Anne Paton passed peacefully on Friday, February 12, 2021, 
surrounded by loved ones.  She was preceded in death by her husband of 
56 years, Graham Paton.  She is survived by her four children: Lynn, Joyce, 
Dana and William; and her granddaughter, Nia Grace Paton.
Sarah Anne grew up in the farmlands around Medina, Ohio.  Once she 
graduated high school, she enrolled in The School of Nursing in Cleveland, 
then served as an Army Corps nurse during World War II.  After the war, she 
was hired at the Cleveland Clinic as a surgical scrub nurse.  In Cleveland, she 
met her husband, Graham.  After they married, they settled in Sewickley, 
PA, and later in Mt. Lebanon, PA.  In 1965, the family was transferred to 
England, where Sarah Anne picked up a lifetime love of collecting antiques.  
Eventually, the family relocated to Chagrin Falls, Ohio, where Sarah 
Anne enrolled in Lakeland Community College, and studied writing and 
photography. 
Sarah Anne’s first visit to Douglas Lake was in 1948.  Graham was very 
excited for her to see where he had spent so many happy summers as a 
child.  She went on to spend about 70 summers at the lake.  When her four 
children were young, summers were spent there, and Graham would visit 
for a few weeks on vacation from his job.  When she needed some adult 
company, she would spend an afternoon with one of her lake buddies: Jean 
and Bud Osgood, Barb Robertson, Sue Rockwood, Jean Tuerk Bimel, Jane 
McKathney, Mary Todd, Lucy Davis, Alice Verner, Beth Reynolds… the list 
goes on and on!  A fine generation of Douglas Lake folks! 
Sarah Anne loved photography, antiquing, and exploring “up north.”  She 
spent many days capturing the landscape, the old barns and the meadows 
around Levering, Bliss and Cross Village.  Most especially, she loved 
snapping photos of the people of Douglas Lake!  One of her more renowned 

occupations was taking pictures at the Fourth of July picnic where friends 
and neighbors would gather to hear the reading of the Declaration of 
Independence, then sample the dishes everyone had brought for the lunch 
buffet.  The Paton cottage at the end of Morning Tide Road is decorated with 
many of her photographs. 
Sarah Anne lived a good, long life of 98 years.  She was curious and loving, 
with a quick wit, and a wonderful grandma.  She will be greatly missed by 
her family and friends. 

WALTER F. NOWS
Walter F. Nows, of Milford, MI, passed away on November 18, 2020.  He was 
87 years old.
Loving husband of Anna (Cataldo) for 64 years.  Father of Renee (Lew) 
Werner, Patricia (Steve) Nows, Linda (Michael) Peltier, Steven (Arlene) 
Nows, Jill (Ken) Koester. Grandfather of Lewis (Libby) Werner, Ross Werner, 
Angela (Chris) Meszaros, Ashley (Steve) Cooke, Brian Peltier, David (Katie) 
Nows, Brandon Nows, Ann Koester, Michael (Jennifer) Koester.  Devoted 
brother to Beverly (Rae) Thom (deceased) and Paul (Carol Kaptrosky) 
Nows.  Brother-in-law to Frank Cataldo (deceased) and Phillip (Doris) 
Cataldo.
Wally graduated from St. Catherine high school in 1952 and enjoyed long 
friendships with many classmates.  He retired from General Motors in 1987, 
but retained his love for all things automotive, especially meticulously caring 
for his vehicles.  Walter spent a great deal of his life at Douglas Lake, where 
he held, and contributed to, many cherished memories.
Walt was an active and eager volunteer at his home parish, St. Clemens in 
Pellston, MI, and at the Knights of Columbus in Cheboygan, MI, where he 
could frequently be found in the kitchen.

National Park 
Service App 
   FOR ALL NPS LOCATIONS 
   IN ONE APP
The National Park Service recently 
launched its beta version of an 
all-new mobile app that will one 

day hold all of the information necessary for its 423 
parks.  The app, called the National Park Service, is 
a free app that features all of the information one 
could ever need about the parks and trails, like trail 
guides, news alerts, reservations for lodgings, nearby 
restaurants, accessibility information and more.  The 
most important feature is the maps of trails that are 
available to download for offline use.  Users can catalog 
the parks they’ve visited and create new lists of parks 
and locations they’d like to visit.  The app also features 
information about the parks so travelers can learn about 
them before they go.  
       by Sandy Planisek, 
  Mackinaw News, February 28, 2021

A Look Into the Past 
by Scott Davis
One of my favorite books is Undaunted Courage by Stephen 
Ambrose.  It is the mostly first-person account of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition that explored the western U.S. looking for a 
river route to the Pacific.  It is a fascinating read, with one of the 
most interesting aspects being the descriptions of the landscapes 
and wildlife they encountered as they traveled through a mostly 
untouched wilderness.

Have you ever wondered what the place you live in now, looked like 
before human settlement?  Before whatever natural state it was in 
was converted into a town with roads, shops, and houses?  What 
would it have looked like to Lewis and Clark?  Well, there’s an app 
for that!  

Or at least a website that can help you get a sense of it.  If you go to 
https://pls.bunkum.us/  and give the site permission to know your 
location, it will give you a brief description of the natural features 
of the area pre-settlement (currently it only works for the upper 
mid-west).  It also provides a link with a map that will tell you what 
native peoples inhabited the area originally.  Unfortunately, you can’t 
simply enter an address and get your results that way – but you can 
get a sense of what the world looked like before all of us arrived.  

It’s fun and interesting, and certainly worth a look.

Recycling in Cheboygan and Emmet Counties
For a complete list of day-to-day recyclables, where to take them, plus what to do with many other household items, 
see the following:

http://www.cheboygancounty.net/recycling-99/
http://www.emmetrecycling.org/i-want-to-get/the-full-recycling-guide/
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Mail to DLIA, PO Box 472, Pellston, MI 49769 Summer 2021 Douglas Lake Merchandise

by Kelly Davis, Merchandise Manager.
It’s almost that time again, when warm weather is here and open-air 
shopping arrives at Douglas Lake.  This year we have will have all 
new designs for every member of the family, including the dog!  And 
of course, the new 2022 calendar will be revealed at the first sale!  
If you have pictures to submit for the 2023 calendar, you still have 
time.  Email your pictures to pictures@douglaslake.org

These great sales would not happen without volunteers to organize 
tables and help folks to find all the goodies.  If you have helped 
before, you know how much fun it is to get to see old friends and 
make new ones.  You can commit to one, two, or all sales, and it is 
only the Saturday mornings of the sale.  Please reach out to me if 
you would like to be a volunteer.

Sale dates: June 12, July 3, July 24, Aug 14, and Sept 4
Sale times: 9AM until 12 Noon

The Douglas Lake Store is at the storage unit beside/behind the Pellston 
Lodge, near the corner of US-31 and Douglas Lake Road.

If you have any questions about merchandise or volunteering, please 
send an email to merchandise@douglaslake.org


