
lAKE LEVEL - DOUGLAS lAKE 

From May 28 to J u l y 6, the lake has dropped 9 inches (39 d a y s ) . 
T h i s i s an average of l / 4 inch per day f o r a period of p r a c t i c a l l y No Rain. 

Normally, the lake drops l / 8 inch per day during seasons of average r a i n f a l l . 

On J u l y 6, the Maple R i v e r was flowing a maximum depth of 6" a t lake o u t l e t . 
Estimated l o s s of water per day i s l6,200 cubic f t . This would be equal to 
a swimming pool 10 f t . deep and 40 f t . square. A c t u a l l y , a very small 
amount of water compared to the t o t a l l a k e . 

By f a r , the g r e a t e s t l o s s of water from the lake i s evaporation and 
underground seepage. The r a t e of t h i s l o s s can only be retarded by 
r a i n f a l l and cloudy days. 

A dam a t the o u t l e t would r e t a r d the l o s s of water - p o s s i b l y one or two 
weeks i n a season. Previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n by the George Snyder Company 
of Jackson, Michigan i n I969 concluded t h a t disadvantages of a dam a t 
the o u t l e t of Douglas Lake would be greater than advantages that might-
be gained. The major disadvantage would be r e t a r d a t i o n of spring run-off 
which would increase flooding of low lands - property damage and erosion 
of shore l i n e . 

Tne l e v e l of Douglas Lake i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the l e v e l of the 
Great Lakes according to a U. of M, study. The Great Lakes are n e a r l y 
2 f t . lower t h i s year than they were l a s t year. 

Why i s Douglas Lake d i f f e r e n t from other l a k e s t h a t have s u c c e s s f u l l e v e l 
c ontrol? 

1 s t - Douglas i s a t the top of the h i l l i n the chain of lakes 
and streams d r a i n i n g i n t o the Great Lakes. Douglas i s 
100 f t . higher than B u r t Lake - only a few miles a p a r t , 

2nd - Douglas' supply b a s i n i s only l / 3 the area needed fo r 
adequate r a i n f a l l c o l l e c t i o n to maintain a f i x e d l e v e l . 

3rd - Douglas has a sand and gr a v e l bottom - not rock or cl a y -
seepage i s greater because of t i i i s . 

E v e rything considered, i t appears only p r a c t i c a l to accept the n a t u r a l 
f l u c t u a t i o n of the l e v e l of Douglas Lake as has occurred over tiie y e a r s . 
This i s the condition \Aich i s believed to be the most b e n e f i c i a l to 
the ecology of the lake and the l e a s t provocative to the property 
owners around the l a k e . 

I n other words - Learn to L i v e With I t . 
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